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atrocities, Sir William Sleeman records that " the
people generally, or at least a great part of them,
would prefer to reside in Oudh, under all the risks to
which these contests expose them, than in our own
districts, under the evils the people are exposed to
from the uncertainties of our law, the multiplicity
and formality of our courts, the pride and negligence
of those" who preside over them, and the corruption
and insolence of those who must be employed to
prosecute or defend a cause in them, and to enforce
the fulfilment of a decree when passed." Once more
he says, " I am persuaded that if it were put to the
vote among the people of Oudh, ninety-nine in a
hundred would rather remain as they are, without
any feeling of security in life or property, than have
our system introduced in its present complicated
state."

All this is forgotten at the present time, and
the pernicious Anglo-Indian cabal exercises its great
influence in the press to stifle any revival of the
truth. But the fact that when the complicated
system was introduced the agricultural population
of Oudh declared against us, is conclusive evidence
of the truth of Sir William Sleeman's appreciation
of the situation in that great province. Though
during the Mutiny the agriculturists over the greater
part of India were certainly not hostile, it is, I
believe, impossible to point to a single instance in
which annexation was welcomed by the people ;
but there are many in which the direct rule of
a European without the introduction of European
methods was accepted with rejoicing, and would
gladly have been maintained.